AAPI MSRF Conference Call – Meeting Minutes

July 21, 2010; 8PM EST


1. Members in attendance
a. Mamta

b. Amit

c. Nirali

d. Avni

e. Atul
f. Shalini

g. Maneesh
2. Main points to focus on this year
a. Convention
i. We don’t currently have a convention chair – contact Mamta (president@aapimsr.org) if interested
ii. Going to be held in NYC at the Hilton, June 22-26, 2011
iii. Saturday night event
· We have some interesting ideas but we’d love to hear from the membership

· Let us know what you liked in the past, what you didn’t like, what you would have done differently.  If you know about New York, let us know where you think would be a great Staruday night gala.  Since there is no convention chair yet, email Maneesh (website@aapimsr.org) with your ideas.
iv. Potential Speakers
· Let us know if you have ideas for good, engaging speakers for the daytime sessions (website@aapimsr.org) 

b. Membership

i. There are a few people who are interested in starting local chapters, but there’s no set protocol. Medical school chapters end up having to wing it, and remain community service oriented

· If you know someone who has started a chapter, or have ideas how to do it, please email Atul (membership@aapimsr.org) .
ii. Need to streamline becoming a member of MSRF
· We realize that the current website isn’t the best.  We’re working on updating it and are getting a new membership database that will be linked to the parent aapi database

· Is there anything YOU would like to see in this endeavor?

(a) Things we are working on:

(i) New database so we can notify members in a certain region about events.  So that people in California don’t have to get emails about events in New York.
(ii) Need to create database on national server so local chapter leaders can go on that website and update their member list, similar to Google documents, so that we’re constantly aware of our membership. Centralizing that through e.g. Google Docs is the idea
(iii) Problem – when people graduate from MSRF ( YPS they should be moved into the new group. There is currently no system for that right now.
iii. The $100 membership fee is only for MD’s (i.e. not medical students). There’s a form on the AAPI website for this.
c. 
Community Service
i. Medical missions

· There are 2 major service opportunites Egypt (Alexandria for a week mid-September) also one in China in April.  See the services tab for more info.
· AAPI is teaming with organizations like Doctors without Borders. They will financially support whoever from MSRF/YPS wants to go. Depending on popularity there may be an application system. 
ii. Clinical rotations that are worldwide

· India for 4 weeks, room and board, $1000 for travel. But anywhere anyone can organize, AAPI will pay the entire stipend. They want us to go out and get hands-on experience. Want to get this publicized and people to be interested in it. May have applicants write an essay talking about why they want to do it.
iii. Scholarships for AAPI MSRFs for medical school.
· Question – Is it feasible to raise enough for a US Med school?

(a) Can raise $2-3K per student every year
(b) Will people donate to to provide a scholarship for one person?
(i) People may be more likely to doing more if it’s for a cause rather than a particular person
d. Legislative

i. Seminars

· Mostly residents and young physicians came out last April for an event that was very educational – speaker talked about what it means to be a leader, be able to lobby and push your issues. It was interesting and very well received. Suggest having this again.

· Parent AAPI has set up a grant for us to have 4 of these seminars throughout the nation. We need to publicize.

(a) October 30 – Newport Beach, CA
(b) Nov 13 – Long Island, NY

(c) Feb 26 – Dallas, TX
(d) April 23 – Detroit, MI
· These cities have regional meetings for AAPI, which is why they were selected
· Open to 25-30 people. So depending on popularity there’d be an application process
· Potentially hold a 1-2 hour yoga/nutrition personal fitness class. Need input on how receptive people will be for this. Will hold these the morning before above legislative events. 

ii. Fellowship program – 2 people a year, spring and summer fellows
iii. Parent AAPI just introduced a bill into congress to raise the resident salary because they’ve been stagnant despite inflation

3. Amit – Community Service Chair
a. Charity fundraiser idea

i. To be held in various States

ii. He has stuff in the works, tentatively working with the University of Buffalo AAPI chapter to get something going over Labor Day weekend either in Buffalo or Toronto
iii. Charity fundraiser in DC for GW student-run clinic, probably in Sept-Oct
iv. Also, later in the year hoping to have another one in Nov-Dec for a Haiti medical relief group
b. Health fair idea

i. Sanjiv Sriram is an attending (pediatrics) from California with great interest in public health and medical aptitude for patients. Tentatively have a health fair in SE or NE Washington DC (underserved parts of DC). Get politicians involved and make that one of the cornerstone events. Want to form a committee to organize and run it in DC in the spring. Amit will send more details.
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